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peared in Paris three years before and was already known
throughout Europe.
The debate wound its long, slow way through August. It was
supposed to be the hottest summer in Philadelphia since 1750,
and the full-fed, formally dressed gentlemen in Independence
Hall were often uncomfortable. On account of their rule of
secrecy they had to keep the windows closed or their voices
down, though a sentry permitted no outsider to stand or pass
close enough to overhear what was being said. On August 13
the delegates continued in session till past five o'clock over
the provision requiring that all money bills originate in the House
of Representatives, without alteration or amendment by the
Senate,
This was a complicated matter. In the federal compromise of
July 16 the smaller states had won equal representation in the
Senate by conceding to the larger that money bills should
originate solely in the House where the representation was pro-
portional On August 8 the Convention had reversed its former
action and had in effect given the Senate equal power over money
hills, with New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland on the side of
Pennsylvania, Virginia, South Carolina, and Georgia. Here was
a threat to the whole compromise. The smaller states, having
won equality in the Senate, were now, it appeared, opposed to
paying the price agreed to. Some of the larger states, having
never thought the concession important, daw no reason why the
Senate should not have a hand in money bills and some right to
restrain possible extravagance in the House. On the 13th Ran-
dolph moved a modified form of the provision, giving the House
the right to originate only certain bills "for the purposes of
revenue" and the Senate the right to alter or amend in certain
cases. Again there was a long debate. In the end seven states
voted against vesting the sole right in the House even on modified
terms,
Virginia was ^now in the minority, because Washington had
turned from Madison and Blair to vote with Randolph and
Mason. Washington, according to Madison, had hitherto voted
against the House's exclusive right to originate money bills, but
Le "gave up his judgment" since it was "not of very material
weight with him & was made an essential point with others, who
if disappointed, might be less cordial in other points of real

